
 
 
 
 
MEMO TO: City Council 
 
FROM: Rosemarie Ives, Mayor 
 
DATE:  July 19, 2005 
 
SUBJECT: APPROVAL OF CONSULTANT AGREEMENT FOR REDMOND 

WAY/NE 76TH STREET IMPROVEMENTS, PROJECT NO. 
04-CI-83/100196 

 
 
 I. RECOMMENDED ACTION 
 
 Move to approve the consultant agreement for the Redmond Way/NE 76th Street 

Improvements, Project No. 04-CI-83/100196, with David Evans & Associates, Inc., 
in the amount of $155,000 and authorize the Mayor to sign the agreement. 

 
 
 II. DEPARTMENT CONTACT PERSONS 
 
 David Rhodes, Director of Public Works 556-2705 
 Bill Campbell, City Engineer/Assistant Director of Public Works 556-2733 

Ron Grant, Construction Engineering Manager 556-2742 
Don Cairns, Transportation Services Manager 556-2834 
Lisa Singer, Construction Project Manager 556-2726 
Jeanne Koetje, Transportation Project Engineer 556-2887 

 
   
 III. DESCRIPTION 
 

Summary 
The Redmond Way/NE 76th Street intersection improvements will add two right turn 
lanes for improved traffic flow through this intersection.  One will be a southbound 
right turn lane from NE 76th Street onto westbound Redmond Way.  This new turn 
lane will improve Sound Transit bus service flow through the intersection.  The 
second new lane will be a westbound right turn lane from Redmond Way onto 
northbound NE 76th Street.  This new turn lane will improve flow along westbound 
Redmond Way.  These planned improvements are expected to improve the level of 
service at the intersection from E to C.  The project includes widening for the new 
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lanes, continuing pedestrian and bike facilities, utility work, and environmental 
permitting associated with the proximity to Bear Creek.  Sound Transit is 
participating in cost sharing for the portion of the project benefiting transit services. 

 
Project History 
Prior to 2003, the City had identified the need for improvements at the Redmond 
Way/NE 76th Street intersection.  The City originally intended to include these 
improvements in the Redmond Way Access project (recently completed); however, 
the NE 76th  Street intersection work was dropped from the Redmond Way Access 
scope of work due to lack of funding.  In 2003, a separate project for the NE 76th 
Street intersection was identified and received funding from Business 
Tax/Transportation Improvement resources (BT/TI).  
 
In late 2003, Sound Transit began studying improvements to the Redmond Way/NE 
76th Street intersection as an outgrowth of their transit enhancement project for the ST 
540 route. Improvements are intended to improve the speed and reliability of transit 
through the Redmond Way/NE 76th Street intersection, which is negotiated by Sound 
Transit routes 540 and 545, as well as numerous King County Metro routes traveling 
to and from the Bear Creek Park and Ride.  
 
In early 2004, City staff began working with Sound Transit and their consultant, 
David Evans & Associates (DEA), to analyze potential improvements at the 
intersection. The improvements that provide the most benefit for the cost and that are 
capable of being implemented in the short-term are included in the current project. 
 
This project represents a joint effort between Sound Transit and the City of Redmond. 
Sound Transit took the lead through the preliminary stages of cost/benefit evaluation 
and design. At this point, the project is being turned over to the City to lead through 
environmental permitting, final design, and construction. Following a SEPA 
determination, it is anticipated that Sound Transit and the City of Redmond will sign 
an interlocal agreement detailing Sound Transit funding for design and construction 
of a portion of the project. 
 
Planned Improvements 
The intersection is at level of service (LOS) “E” at the present time and is expected to 
continue being a critical capacity bottleneck as commercial developments try to grow 
and as area highway capacity projects deliver more volume to this location.  The key 
benefit of this project is to reduce delay through the intersection for transit and non-
transit users. Planned improvements at the intersection of NE 76th Street and 
Redmond Way are expected to improve the level of service at the intersection from E 
to C. The improvements include the addition of a right turn lane on NE 76th Street 
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(from southbound NE 76th Street onto westbound Redmond Way) and a right turn 
lane on Redmond Way (from westbound Redmond Way onto northbound NE 76th 
Street). The southbound right turn lane will involve widening towards Bear Creek in 
order to accommodate the State’s planned fly-over ramp to SR-520 from SR-202 
(anticipated to begin construction in 2007) and in order to leave room for a future 
dual left from Redmond Way onto NE 76th Street. 
 
With forecasts indicating increasing traffic and congestion, these planned operational 
improvements are expected to enhance conditions in the near term, until the 
SR202/SR520 interchange project is completed. Implementation of the southbound 
right turn lane is expected to improve overall intersection level of service from E to 
D. When built in conjunction with the westbound right turn lane, the intersection 
further improves to level of service C. The improvements will also reduce queuing in 
the vicinity of the intersection. 
 
Coordination with WSDOT and permitting issues associated with the wetlands 
adjacent to Bear Creek will require significant effort to stay on schedule. The entire 
project is located within the WSDOT’s limited access right of way and requires 
coordination with the State. A shoreline permit will also be required due to the 
project’s vicinity to Bear Creek.  
 
Consultant Selection 
DEA was the successful consultant in two separate competitive proposal/interview 
processes for Sound Transit’s Kirkland Direct Access Project (1998) and Kirkland 
Transit Enhancements Project (2002), of which this work is an off-shoot. In addition, 
DEA was the successful consultant in a competitive proposal process on the City’s 
Redmond Way Access Project that originally included this area in the scope of work. 
Based on the previous competitive selection processes, satisfaction with the 
timeliness and quality of work performed for Sound Transit in the preliminary stages 
of this project, and the short timeframe available for completing the permitting and 
WSDOT coordination, staff determined that DEA is the most qualified consultant for 
this project. Negotiations were held to finalize the scope of work and to determine a 
fair and reasonable price. The attached document is the result of significant 
negotiation to arrive at a scope that best addresses the City’s and Sound Transit’s 
needs in the intersection area. 
 
The attached Consultant Agreement is the standard City agreement. It will be 
reviewed by the City Attorney and Risk Manager prior to signature by the Mayor. 
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 IV. IMPACT 
 
  A. Service/Delivery: 
   This project will result in completion of improvements along NE 76th Street 

and Redmond Way, which are expected to improve the level of service at the 
intersection from E to C. 

 
  B. Fiscal: 
   Design Costs 
   DEA $155,000 
   City Administration 20,000 
   Miscellaneous 10,000 
   Contingency   115,000 
   Design Total $300,000 
 
   Funding: 
   Business Tax $300,000 
 

Once the SEPA determination is complete, staff will be returning to Council with an 
Interlocal Agreement with Sound Transit for partial design, construction funding, 
and construction cost estimates. 

 
 
 V. ALTERNATIVES 
 

Council could choose to not approve the agreement; however, the construction of the 
project would be delayed.  This would impact our ability to complete the 
construction prior to WSDOT’s intended schedule for starting construction of their 
520 ramp project. 

 
 
 VI. TIME CONSTRAINTS 
 

The proposed schedule is based on finalizing construction prior to the State’s 
construction of the fly-over ramp. The current schedule of the project is as follows: 

 Complete design and permitting – Spring 2006 
 Advertise construction – Spring 2006 
 Begin construction – 2006 
 Substantially complete construction – 2007 
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 VII. LIST OF ATTACHMENTS 
 

A. Vicinity Map 
B. Consultant Agreement 

 
 
 

__________________________________________ ____________ 
David Rhodes, Director of Public Works  Date 
 
 
 
Approved for Council Agenda  _____________________________ ___________ 
               Rosemarie Ives, Mayor Date 
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